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THE great good fenfe, the amiable candour, and the excellent 
fentiments by which the following preface is diftinguithed, have 
defervedly gained it great applaufe ; and as we apprehend that 
there are many perfons who may not have an opportunity of 
perufing the collection to which it is prefixed, that would 
read this original part of the publication with pleafure, we 
propofe to infert it, deeming it impoflible that fuch liberal 
ideas, and fuch truly Chriftian advice, can fail ef having fome 
good effect, or be too widely diffemiuated. 


Bifoop Watfon's Preface to bis ColleSion of Theological Tras, in 
fix volumes, lately publifoed. 


i publifhing this Collection of Theological Traéts,I have had 
no other end in view, but to afford young perfons of every 
denomination, and efpecially to afford the ftudents in the univer. 
fities, and the younger clergy, an eafy opportunity of becoming 
better acquainted with the grounds and principles of the Chril- 
tian religion, than there is reafon toapprehend many of them at 
prefent are. My firft intention was to have admitted into the 
colleétion fuch {mall traéts only in Latin or Englifh on theologi- 
cal fubjeéts as had funk into unmerited oblivion; but,on maturer 
refleétion, I thought it better to con{fult the general utility of the 
lefs informed clergy, than to aim at gratifying the curiotity, or 
improving the underftanding ot thofe who were more advanced 
in years and knowledge. Inflead, therefore, of confining my- 
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felf to fincle traéts, I have not fcrupled to publifh fome entire 
books ; bux they are books of fuch acknowledged worth, that no 
clergymah ought to be unacquainted with their contents ; and 
by mak them a part of this collection, they may chance to 
engage the attention of many who would otherwife have over- 
looked them. It would have been an eafy matter to have laid 
down an extenfive plan of ftudy for young divines, and to have 
made a great fhew of le: arning, by introducing into it fyftematic 
arranpement. of hiftorians, critics, and commentators, who, in 
ditterent ages and in differ at languages, have employed their ta- 
lents on theologica! fubjects. But there is a fathion in ftudy, as in 
other purfuits ; and the tafle of the prefent age is not calculated 
for the mailing great exertions in theological criticifm and philo- 
Jogy. Ido not contider the traéts which are here publifhed as 
iufieient to make what is called a deep divine, but they will go 
. great way towards ma aking, what is of more worth, a well-in- 
formed Chriftian. In divinity, perhaps, more than in any other 
icience, it may be reckoned a virtue aligua nefcire ; for what 
Quinétilian obferves of hiftorical, is certainly very applicable to 
an abundance of theological writings. Perfequi quidem quod 
guifgue umquam vel contempliffimorum bominum dixerit, aut nimia 
mifiria, aut inanis jalantia off: et detinet atque obruit ingenia, 
melius aliis vatatura. 

If any thing can revive a fenfe of religion in the higher claffes 
of life, preferve what ftill remains of it amongft men of middling 
fortunes, and bring back to decency of manners and the fear of 
God, the loweft of the people, it mult be the zeal of the clergy. 
But zeal, in orderto produce its proper effect, mult be founded in 
knowledge: it will, otherwife (where, from fome peculiar tem- 
perament of body or mind, it happens to exift at all), be un- 
ileady ia its operation ; it will be counteracted by the preju- 
dices of the world, the fuggeilions of felf-intereft, the importu- 
nities of indolent habits; or it will be tainted by fanaticifm, 
and iniiead of produting in every individual fober thoughts of his 
Christian duty, it will hurry into dangerous crrors the ignorant 
aad wathinking, and ¢: cite the abhorrence.or derifion of men of 
fenfe. [ have therefore, in fele&ting the works which sompefe 
this publication, not fo much attended to, the difcuffion of parti 
cular doétrines, as to the general arguments which are be ft 
adapted to produce in the cler: gy, and a others who will confider 
them,.a well-grounded perfuation that. Chriftianity is not.a cxy- 
ningly deviled fable, but the power of God unto Jaluation to every 

we that believeth. ,That clergyman who is a Chriftian, not be- 
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make light of hiscalling ; to fait his inftructions to the vicious 
propentities of his audience; co fcandalize his profeffion bya 
conformity with the ungodly fafhions of the world; to. be 
afhamed of . 2crofsof Chrift; though he fhould fee it attacked 
by the fubtlety of fophitts, or ridiculed by the wanton audacity 
of prophane men. A deficiency of zeal indeed, in religious 
concerns, does not always proceed, either in the clergy.or laity 
from a wantof knowledge; fenfual appetites, ungoverned paf- 
fions;-worldly cuftoms, all combine together in making moft 
men languid in the performance of even clear and acknow- 
ledged duties ; yet it muft be confeffed, that a firm belief in the 
truth of Chriftianity, refulting from a comprehenfive view of the 
proofs by which it is eftablithed, is the moft probable means of 
producing in all men integrity of life ; and of animating, efpe- 
cially the minifters of the gofpel, to a zealous and difcreet dif- 
charge of their paftoral functions, 

Young men who are ordained from country {chools, are fre~ 
quently, when fettied in their curacies, at a lofs what courfe of 
itudies to purfue ; and many of them, as well as many of thofe 
who had the benefit of an univerfity edacation, are unhappily in 
no condition toexpend much money in the purchafe of theologi= 
cal books, even if they knew how to make a proper {clection. 
Both thefe difficulties are, I hope, in fome degree obviated by this 
publication ; which contains nearly as much matter as three 
times the number of ordinary volumes of the fame fize ; and the 
matter itfelf has been taken from authors of fach eftablifhed 
reputation, that he who will take the pains to read and digeft 
what is here offered to him, will have acquired no inconfiderable 
knowledge in divinity. Butin divinity, as in every other ftudy, 
a man muft think much for nimfelf ; thofe who have gone before 
in the fame purfuit, may point out the road to him; but thatis 
the main good they can do him: if he loiters in his progrefs, 
waiting for the vigilance of others to pufh him on, he will never 
get to his journey’s end, The lectures of profeffors and tutors 
are doubilefs of great ufe in every fcience, but their afe does net 
confit fo much in rendering the fcience intelligible, if we ex- 
cept the airit elements of the abltra& f{ciences, as in directing the 
attention of the ftudents to the beft books on every fubject ;. and 
if to this they add a frequent examination into the progrefs 
which the fladents have made, they will have done all that rea- 
fonably can be expected trom them. - The republic of letters ‘is 
in very different circumftances in the prefent.age, from what it 
was three centuries ago: the multiplicity of books which, in 
the courfe of that period, have been publithed in every art.aod 
fgience, has enlarged the boundaries of knowledge, and given 
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every man an opportunity, if he be not wanting to himfelf, of 
becoming {killed in that branch of Jiterature which he fhall think 
fit to cultivate : and to fpeak the truth, though there may be 
fome dark points in divinity which the labour of learning may 
ftill iluftrate, yet'new books are not fo much wanted in that {ci- 
ence, as inclination in the younger clergy to explore the treafures 
of the old ones, 

A young man ceftined to the church, who thinks that he has 
compieted his education as foon~as he has taken his firft degree in 
arts, and quitted the walls of the college, is under a very great 
miftake. His memory may have been ftocked with a great‘abun- 
dance of claflical knowledge ; bis mind may have been ex- 
panded by a general acquaintance with the feveral branches of 
natural philofophy ; his reafoning faculties may have been 
firengthened by mathematical refearches ; the limits of ‘his un- 
derftanding may have been in fome degree afcertained by the 
ftudy of natural religion ;in a word, he may have been admi- 
rably- fitted to become a divine ; but if, after this preparation, 
he ftops fhort, giving himfelf upto rural amufements, mifpend- 
ing his time in idle avocations, blunting his faculties by fenfual 
indulgencies, indolently or arrogantly acquiefcing in the know- 
ledge he has acquired, he will never be one. 

lam far from wifhing to divert the attention of the under- 
eraduates from that courfe of ftadies which is eftablifhed in 
this "place, "There is no univerfity, I believe, in Europe, 
where the degree -of bachelor of arts is more honourably ob- 
“tained-than in the tniverfity of’ Cambridge: the fedulity with 
which ‘the young men,-in general, purfue the plan of 'ftudy 
whith is‘prefcribed to them, ix highly commendable; and, if I 
recommend it to them to let theology make a part of ‘that plan, 
it not from an opinion ‘that theological ftudies are more proper 
for their time of ‘life than any of thofe in which they are en- 
gaged; but from ah “apprehenfion, that if they do not make 
fome progrefs in divinity, deringthe firft years of their academi- 

- Cal education, they will have no’ opportunity of doing it before 
- they will be placed in fituations which require-a proficiency im it. 
The ftatutes indeed -of the univerfity, and of many private co!- 
leges, though they point out theology as the ultimate end of all 
ftudies, do not order us to fludy-divinity ’till we have ftudied ale 
moft every other branch of feience: but it ought co be remem- 
bered, that at the time thefe ftatutes were made, young men were 
admitted into the univerfity about the age of fourteen, and‘ con- 
fequently commencing mafters of arts about the age of twenty- 
one, they had a confiderabfe interval, even after taking their fe- 
cond 
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cond degree in arts, in which they might prepare themfelves for 
entering into holy orders: 

It is not reading many books which makes a man a divine, 
but the reading a few of the beft books often over, and with at- 
tention: thofe at leaft who are beginning their theological itudies, 
fhould follow this rule. I have no fcruple, therefore, in recom- 
mending it to the ftudents in the univerfities to read this collec- 
tion twice or thrice over before ‘they take their firlt degree : 
the doing this, will give little interruption to their other ftudies ; 
and if it fhould give a great deal, their time will not-be mifem- 
ployed. Let them dedicate a {mall portion of every day, or the 
whole of every Sunday, to this occupation, and, im the courfe of 
three or four years, they will eafily accomplith the tak; aod, 
when it is accomplifhed, they may offer themf{elves to the bifhop 
to be ordained, with a becoming confidence that they are not 
wholly unprepared ; and they may undertake the moft impor- 
tant of all human duties—the cure of fouls—without. being 
alarmed by a confcioufnefs of their imability to difcharge it as 
becometh she fervants of the moft bigh God.—When I thus ex- 
prefs myfelf concerning the fruits which may be expected from 
the courfe of ftady here pointed out, I am far from -infnuating 
that it will faperfede the neceflity of ftudying the {criptures 
themfelves, with the beit aflitance which can be obtained from 
commentators, On the contrary, I am perfuaded that one part 
of {criptore is belt interpreted by another, and that no fort ,of 
reading can contribute fo much to the producing of a fleady 
faith, a rational piety, a true Chriftian charity of mind,- (the 
great ends of all our ftudies, and-all our purfuits), as the frequent 
reading of the {criptures. 

[To be continued:) 





MEMOIRS of the celebrated OLIVER CROMWELL, before be 
entered into a public and political Life. 


[From Noble's Memoirs of the Proteftorate Houfe of Cromwell:] 


'T has been abfurdly fuppofed (fays this author) that this: very 
] extraordinary perfon’s life was {pent in a perfect inattivity, 
or, what is worfe, debauchery, untii the time that men begin to 
form thoughts of retiring from the buly feenes of life, and 
fpending the remainder of their days in eafe and privacy ;- when 
his genius broke out with fuch radiance, as in the end extin- 
guifhed cven majefty itfelf. 

Oliver, the only furvivig fon of Mr. Robert Cromwell, of 
Hentingdon, was bora in St. John’s parifh in-that town, the 
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a5th of April, 1599, and was chriftened at'the fame church the 
2gth of the fame month : he received his baptifmal name from 
his orcle and godfather, Sir Oliver Cromwell. 

His father was extremely careful of his education, and, when 
very young, put him under the tuition of the Rev. Mr. Long; of 
Huntingdon, but foon removed him to the care of Dr. Beard, 
mafter of the free grammar-{chcol in that place, who was.a very 
learned and fenfible perfon. What proficiency Oliver made un- 
der this gentleman, is very uncertain ; fome fay very great, others 
fearce any ; perhaps a medium is neareft truth. 

He is generally reprefented at this age as of an afpiring, ftub- 
born, obitinate temper, by which he incurred the correétion of 
his father, who was very fevere with him, and the flagellation of 
Dr. Beard, who exceeded, on that account, the difcipline ufual 
to young gentlemen of his birth and expectations. 

His enemies alfo paint him, at this time, as the terror of the 
neighbourhood, by his depredations upon orchards and dove- 
houfes, and which they magnified into the greateft of crimes 5 
but it only thews, what thoufands of other {prightly boys are, a 
difpofition prone to playfulnefs and mifchief. 

There are feveral circumftances given relating to Oliver, which 
have been fuppofed prognoftications of his future greatnefs : 
they have a tradition at Huntingdon, that when king Charles the 
Firft, (then duke of York), in his journey from Scotland to 
London, in- 1604, called in his way at Hinchinbrooke-houfe, the 
feat of Sir-Oliver Cromwell ; that knight, to divert the young 
prince, fent for his nephew Oliver, that he, with his own fons, 
might play with his royal:highnefs ; but they had not been long 
together before Charles and Oliver difagreed ; and as the former 
was then as weakly as the latter was ftrong, it was no wonder 

at the royal vifitant was worfted ; and Oliver, even at this age, 
fo little regarded dignity, that he made the royal blood flow in 
copioas ftreams from the prince’s nofe. ‘This was looked upon 
as a had prefage for thatkingwhen the civil wars commenced,— 
I give this only as the report of the place. This far is certain, 
that Hinchinbrooke-houfe, as being near Huntingdon, was gene- 
rally one of the refting-places when any of the royal family 
were going to, or returning from the north of England, or into 
er from Scotland. 

It. is more certain, taat Oliver averred that he faw a gigantic 
figure, which came and opened the curtains of his bed, and told 
him. that-he fhould be the greateft perfon in the kingdom, but 
did not mention the word king ; and though he was told of the 
folly as well as weaknefs of {uch an aflertion, he periitted in it ; 
for which he was flogged by Dr. Beard, at the particular defire 
ol 
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of his father ;° notwithftanding which, he would fometimes re- 
peat it to his uncle Stewart, who told him it was traiterous to re- 
late it. 

Whilft he was at the free grammar-fchool at Huntingdon, ac- 
cording to annual cuftom, a play was adted: the comedy of 
Lingua was chofen, and nothing would fatisfy him but the pare 
of Taétus ; one act of which, where.a crowa and: other regalia 
are difcovered, particularly affected him. 

From Huntingdon grammar. fchool he was removed to Sydney- 
Suffex-college in ‘Cambridge, April 23, 1616.. If we believe 
Mr. Hume, ** his genius was found little fitted for the calm and 
elegant occupations of. learning; and confequently he made {mall 
proficiencies.in his ftudies ;” and Sir William Dugdale fays, ** he 
threw himfelf into adiffolute and diforderly courte of life, being 
more famous whilft there for foot-ball, cricket, cadgelling, and 
wreftling, than for ftudy; and being of a rough and bluftering 
difpofition, he acquired the name of Royfter :” however, as theie 
gentlemen are very far from having that impartiality towards 
his charaéter which every hiftorian ought, we muft give them la. 
titude: itis far from being: improbable that he was fonder of ac- 
tive amufements than of learning ; but it is certain, that ia- 
ftead of totally neglecting his ftudies, his tutor, by difcovering 
the bent of his difpofition, had addrefs fufficient to perfuade him 
to. become a proficient in the Latin language; and Mr. Waller 
affures us, that he had a good knowledge of the Greek and Latina 
hiftories ; nor muft it-be forgot, that he ever patronized men of 
learning and fcience ; and that Dr. Manton affures us, that he 
had a very valuable and well-chofen library : all which does not 
feem to Jead us to fuppofe him averfe to learning, or that he was 
without a2 competent hare of it himfelf, making ailowance for 
the fhort time he remained at college 5 for fcarce a fingle year 
had elapfed after his going there, before his father died, who 
leaving him an eftate of only about two or three hundred pounds 
per annum,’ charged with his mother’s jointure, and ‘probably 
faddled with a confiderable fum to pay off part of the fortunes 
of his fifters, Mrs. Cromwell prudently determined to take him 
from the univerfity, and his extravagant tura might, perhaps, 
contribute to fix her refolve. 

The death of a prudent father was a fevere lofs to young Oli- 
ver ; for the neceflary feverity of a parent reflrained, though it 
could not conquer, the levity of a youth of {trong ungovernable 
paflions ; which bar being taken away, he fell into all the diff 
pation of a young heir, unheedful of the tender entreaties of a 
good mother, 
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The juice of the grape, and the charms of the: fair, with an 
habit of gam'og, are faid, to have engrofled his mind, inflead of 
attending to Coke upon Littleton, and law reports, which he 
was fent to ftudy at Lincoln’s Inn,. foon after his .retern from 
Cambridge ; ‘‘ and thus (fays Sir ..P. Warwick) the firtt. three 
years of ‘his manhood were fpent in a diffolute courfe of life, 
and good fellowfhip, and gaming.” 

From the gay capital he returned.a finifhed rake to-the ‘place 
of his nativity. Here, if we believe his:enemies, he followed 
his vicious courfes ; the taverns were the chief places of his refi- 
dence ; but his rude and boifterous behaviour prevented his equals 
conforting with him; for he could ill brook contradiction at 
any time, and much lefs now, when he had not learned, or did 
not think it worth while to praétife deceit ; he was, therefore, 
obliged to take up with lefs creditable companions ; who, if 
they did not fall into his fentiments, were fure to feel the weight 
of his arm, and receive a fevere difcipline from his ufual weapon, 
a quarter ftaff. 

*¢ This condua, (fay they) with forgetting to pay his reckon. 
ing, made him an unwelcome vifitor, even to the publicans;: nor 
were the young women lefs fearfal of him, from the rude inci- 
vilities they received from him.” 

Let his profefied enemies be credited, and it will appear that 
he had no guard whatever upon his actions at this period, 
neither confidering time, perfon, or place ; he entirely loft the 
love of his worthy godfather and uncle, Sir Oliver Cromwell, 
who had ever behaved tohim with the greatett regard, and who 
had affifted his education by having him learnt the polite ac- 
complifhments of dancing, mafic, &c. with his own fons ; yet 
young Oliver could not help indulging his relith for fax, at the 
rifk of his total difpleafure. 

Finding that his expenfive manner of living could not be 
fupported by his fortune, and that his behaviour had loft him fo 
valuable a friend as his uncle Sir Oliver ; he began, before he 
was quite of age, to liften to the admonitions of a fond and ve- 
nerable mother; he faw the folly of having lavithed away 
great part of his property, and from ideas of this kind he was 
naturally led to thofe of a more material fort; he began to feel 
compunction for the crimes he had committed; he determined, 
therefore, not only to part with his foibles, but to correct his 
manners; his refolution, perhaps, was fudden, which made the 
reality of his repentance fufpected ; but perfevering in well- 
doing, his reformation became to be looked upon, as it ought 
to be, fincere; this recommended him to the notice of many 
worthy perfons, and particularly the orthedox clergy, who {poke 
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of this tranfition from vice to virtue, as extraordinary; he nav 
attended divine fervice regularly in his owe parith charch, re- 
nounced his former vicious companions, aad with them his ex- 
travagancies. 

This alteration in his condu& wen him many and great friends; 
his relations, the Hampdens and Barringtons, interelted them- 
felves in his fortunes, and by their influedce he obtained an alli- 
ance with’a lady of the name of Bourchier, and what was want 
ing in perfonal attraction, fhe compealated for by the fortune 
fhe brought him, and by her virtue and great good fenfe. At 
the time of this his marriage he was juft tarned twenty-one; a 
proof that his gtiety did not continue but a fhort time; and his 
jetiling part of his paternal inheritance upon her fhewed that he 
had not fpent it, as {ome imagine ; indeed there was not time 
{carcely for him, 


[To be continued.] 





Anecdotes of Margaret of Valdemar, generally ftyled the Semiramis 
of the North. 


[From Mr. Coxe’s Travels into Ruffia, &c.] 


HIS Princefs, daughter of Valdemar III. (King of Dens 
mark) and Hedwige his Queen, was born in 1353 ; and, 
if we may give credit tofome of the Janifh hiftorians, owed 
her being to acircumftance as fingular as her whole life was il- 
iuftrious and eminent. Valdemar, in returning from a hunting 
party, chanced to repair to the calle of Seborg, where he had 
confined his confort Hedwige, on account of fome ill-grounded 
fufpicions. Being pleafed withone of the Queen’s attendants, 
he propofed an interview. The woman feigned compliance, but 
fubitituted her miftrefsin her ftead, and Margaret was the fruit 
of their meeting; which has led a Danith hiftorian to remark, 
in the high ftyle of panegyric, that the good which he uncon- 
{cioufly performed that night in begetting Margaret, amply com. 
penfated for all the evil aétions of his life. 

In the fixth year of her age, the was betrothed to Haquin, 
King of Norway, fonof Magnus, King of Sweden, which was 
the firft flep to her future preatnefs. ‘This marriage after much 
Oppofition on the partof the Swedes, was folemnized at Copen- 
hagen in 1363, wien fhe was only in the eleventh year of her 
age. Margaret gave fo many proofs of her prudence and cog. 
rage, when Haquin loft the crown of Sweden, as induced Vale 
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demar frequently to fay of her, that natare intended her for a 
inan, and had inne in making her a woman. 

Upon the demife of her father, in 1375, fhe had the addrefs 
to fecure the electionof her fon Oloff, then only five years of 
age, in preference to the fon of her eldett fifter, Ingeourga; 
and upon the death of her hufband Ha quin, the fecured his 
fuccefion to the crown of Norway. Being regent during 
Oloff’s minority, her adminiftration was fo vigorous, prudent, 


’ 
and popular, that, epon his premature death, in 13855 fhe was 
chofen Queen by the ftates of Denmark: ; 3; the firit inftance per. 
haps in a government wholly eleétive, and in which cuflom had 
dot authorifed the eleélion of a female, of a woman being ex. 
alted to the throne by the free and unanimous fuffrages of a war- 
like people. With the fame addrefs fhe procured the crown of 
Norway, and was equally fuccefsful in gaining that of Sweden, 
Albert had been chofen King, and might have prelerved his 
power, if it had not been his fate to at with fuch a riva! 
as Margaret. Wheo, in allulion to her jex, he flyled her in 
derifion the king in petticoats, the anfwered his reproach by 
actions, not by words ; and made him forely repent of his vaunts, 
when he found himfelf — in every engagement; when 
depofed and captive, he o\ d his life to the ‘clemency of the 
very woman whom he bad fo anita in 

By the famous Union of Calmar, in 1397, fhe united the 
three northern kiogdoms, and held them undivided during her 
reign, notvith fandiog the averfion of the Swedes to the Danith 








governameat. 

But from nothing is the vigour and P olicy of her conduét 
more confpicuous than from this contic lerat ion, that perpetual 
revolts and inteftine coavuliions, which pos difturbed the 
reigns of the fovereigns who immediately preceded and fol- 
Jowed her, were fubdued throughout her whole ad minittration. 
This internal tranquility, more glorious, though lef fplendid, 
than her warlike atchievements, and which was very unufual in 
thofe tarbulent times, coald only be derived from tie over-rul- 
ing afcendancy of her fuperior judgement. 


Account of two curicus Skeicto 
Kidwar Church, in Staffordjbire. 
URING fome alterations lately made in a cl lape ! (formerly 
err . ¢ Pp ‘ ’ } GG Py } 1] af I 
an oratery) on the north fide of Mavelyn Kicwar church, 
eal } re 4? se ort es,a@h ¢ 
jn Ofamorauure, a wone Conn, With @ Circular Comipartinent tor 
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the head, was found, and init a human tkeleton, which, from 
many circumftances, appears to have been the remains of Hugo 
Mavefyn, who was buried in the reign of king Henry the 
Firft, and fon of Henry Mavefyn, a Norman, who came into 
England with William the Conqueror, and had lands given him 
in Staffordfhire. The fkeleton is amazingly ftrong boned, and 
the tecth fingularly white and found, though buried above 640 
years ago. 

In an adjoining Gothic nich in the wall, near the above. 
mentioned {tone coffin, was difcovered. with fmall portions of 
linen fear cloth, the fkeleton of Henry Maveiyn, a Enight hof- 
pitaller, and great grandfon to Hugo, in a coffia of lead of un 
common form, 

Thefe remains, after being expofed to gratify the curious, 
were ordered to be covered again with the greateit care poflible 
by their defcendant C. Chadwick, Efq; of Mavefyn Kidwar’ 
Hall, and owner of the aforefaid chapel. 





On difcovering the different Difpofitiens of People by the Pecutiaris 
ties of their Drefs, and other trifling Circumftances. 


{ From the Louncer. ] 


T has often been remarked, that men are apt to difplay more 
of their real character in circumftances apparently flight 
and unimportant, than in the greater and more momentous ace 
tions of life. Our behaviour, or even the remarks we may drop 
upon fome feemingly trifling occurrence, will often ftrongly de- 
note the real complexion of our mind ; and it is upon this ac- 
count that we admire fo mach the happy talent of thofe writers, 
who, by a well-chofen circumitance, contrive at once to paint 
and make us acquainted with the charaCter of the perfons whom 
they wifh to defcribe. 

The great paflions which a€tuate men in thepurfuits of life, 
prefent little diverfity of features to afford any juft difcrimina- 
tion of charaéter. Befides, in condutting the purfuits to which 
thefe paflions incite, men are taught to be upon their guard ; they 
are reftrained by the cuftoms aod opinions of the world, and, 
under a kind of difguife, are conitantly acting an artificial part. 
But in the more trifling cireumftances of manner and behaviour, 
and in the more ordinary occurrences of life, which tend to no 
particular objeét, and in which therefore men are lefs upon their 
geard, any difguife is forgot to be afiumed, and we give way to 
the natural cait of our mind and difpoiition, It 1s there we 
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are apt to betray thofe peculiar features of character, and thofe 
often nice fhades of diftinétion, that difference and difcriminate 
us from one another. 

I have often amufed myfelf with thinking, that, even, in 
what may be deemed very flight circumftances of outward de- 
portment and manner, I could diftinélly trace fomething of the 
peculiar character of the man. There are particulars in our or- 
dinary demeanor and appearance which are more connetted with 
gur turn of mind than we are apt to fulpect, and more efpeci- 

ally fee they are fuch as from conftant and daily repetition ne- 
ceffarily become familiar to us. I remember thata friend of 
ite, who was a great obferver of thofe {maller traits which 
efcaped others, affured me, that in the circle of his acquaintance 
he could, in the pace and manner cf walking of each, mark 
out fomething which indicated its arifing from the particular 
temper and difpofition of the man. Nay, even where the man- 
ner of walking was the refult, not of nature, but of affectation, 
he ufed to fay, he could thence alfo difcover the charaéter ; and 
that, independent of the meanefs of affeétation in fo frivolous a 
circumflance, we might be certain that the affected pace was af- 
fumed to give the appearance of fome quality which the perfon 
wilhed to poffefs, and knew himfelf to want. La gravite, 
(fays Rochefoucault), ef un myflere du corps, invente pour cacher 
les defants de le/prit. Anconfirmation of this I remember that I 
once knew a noble Lord who affeéted 0 n all occafions a very low 
and folemn pace, walking even acrofs the room, or from ove 
room to another, with al! the feifurely folemnity of an ufher at 
a funeral; bur no one had fat at table with his Lordfhip tor a 
fingle hour, without being fufficiently convinced, from his coarfe 
jckes and horfe laugh, that real dignity was no feature of his 
mind; and that he wifhed to fupply the want, by what he fancied 
a very dignified gait, and manner of walking. 

I happened not long fince, to be at an election dinner, where, 
as is uiually the cafe, the company was very numerous, very 
noify, and very dall. In taking our places at table, I chanced, 

unfortunately, to be feparated trom fome friends whom I had 
withed to fit by ; and finding none near me from whofe conver- 
faticn I could derive much entertainment, I was left to amufe 
smyfelf with my own reflections on the confulion around me. I hap- 
pened at lait to caft my eyes upon the oppolite fide of the room, 
w here I perce sived that every one feated in that row had hung 


up his hat on the wall behind him, On furveying thefe hats, 
and remarking that each had fomething particular, which, to 
an attentive oblerver, differenced it from its neighbour, I begaa 
neat to indulge my imagination, in fiting the hat to the head 
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of its owner, and in trying if the diftinguifhing figure of each 
hat did not correfpohd with fomething in the manner and cha- 
racter of the perfon to whom it appertained. 

From the military hat and thenavy hat,I could learn no- 
thing ; thefe, like their owners, being too much under regulation 
and difcipline, to admit of any diverfity, [It was amongft the 
other hats only that I could expe& a field for obfervation. 
The fir which attracted my attention was a very new and 
glofly hat, made up and cocked in the very extremity of the 
fathion. Had it been graced with a cockade, I fhould nave pro- 
ceeded ‘to the next; but wanting that, I looked below to find 
out the owner, and foon difcovered, that it could belong to none 
but a young barrifler, who is lefs ftudious of his brief than of 
being a man of fafhion, above the pedantry of his profeflion, 
and [think is very likely to attain his wih, The next hat was 
juft the reverie of the former. It was of a form and cock that 
has been out of date thefe ten years, and yet withal it feemed 
new. Clofe below it I difcerned the careful owner, who, for 
fear of accident, had cautioufly placed himfelf near. He is rich 
and penurious; and by the moft wretched faving, has amafied 
a fortune. Contiguous to thefe hung a hat which appeared to 
have fuffered more by negligence thanby age. It ieemedto 
have been intended to be moderately fafhionable ; but from the 
inattention of its owner, had its air and form a good deal ime 
paired. It was the property of a learned philofopher who fat 
not far diftant,and who is too much ab{forbed in abitraG fpecu- 
Jation, to give attention to circumftances of drefs. Not far 
diftant hung a hat feemingly frefh and new, excepting in its 
front angle, where the cock was {fo {queezed, comprefied, and 
crampled, as fufficiently to denote its familiar acquaintance with 
the hand of its owner. I had no difficulty in appropriating it. 
Its mafter is the moft complaifant man in town, knows every 
body, is conftantly in the ftreet, and in places of public refort, 
and bows with the moft refpectful attention to every one he meets, 
Near this laft was a hat, which for fome time puzzled me what 
to make of it. It was neither new nor old ; it was neither 
much in nor much out of the fafhion ; and feemed to be a ftrange 
mixture between the old fafhion and the new, with a kind of 
fludied endeavour to be mott of the latter. After fome time I 
believe I hit upon itsowner. He is a gentleman who withes to 
be of the fathion as far as his affection to his money, which is 
the ftronger principle with him, will permit; and his whole 
life is a warfare between his vanity and his avarice. 

On the next peg was itncka round riding-hat, with a broad 
brim fapped down, and a double hat-baad which, however, 
infead 
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inflead of furrounding it at the proper place, had farted, like 
the hoops of a ftaved cafk, and was feen loofe upon its top ; it 
was covered partly with powder, and partly with dirt, half 
brafhed, and had feveral little cuts on the crown, I eafily dif- 
covered the owner, though his place was a good way off s a tall, 
ftout-lecking young man, who fat near the bottom of the table, 
with his arm thrown negligently over the back of his own chair, 
and his leg, on which was a rumpled boot, refting on the crofs- 
bar of the chair next him; from which attitude he was only 
moved by our toaft malter’s frequent calls for a bumper, which 
command he very religioufly obeyed, I was too diftant to profit 
by his converfation, of which however he feemed very f{paring, 
being of that order of bucks who have been taught to drink 
long before they have learned to {peak. 

After this there was a blank, the peg immediately adjoining 
being occupied by no hat whatever. On looking below, I dif- 
covered the perfon whole hat fhould have filled it. He was dref- 
fed io a fhining fuit, his waiiicoat fplendidly embroidered, at 
the breaft of which appeared a quantity of rich laced roffle, 
He fat erect in his chair, and feemed moved by no intrufive idea, 
except when fometimes he fhrunk with fear, if perhaps a bottle 
tripped on the joivings of the table, or a glafs was {pilled by an 
awkward neighbour. His hat was only a bit of black filk, of 
which I difcove:ed the corner fticking out of his pocket, his 
foretop being too nicely dreffed to admit of any covering. But 
I believe | {uttered nothing from the want of any diftinguifhing 
mark of his charatter or difpofition. ‘The manis in reality no- 
thing ; "tis his coat only that makes a figore in the world, As 
for emotions, paflions, virtue or knowledge, he puts them, like 
his hat, into his pocket. 

After this furvey, at which, perhaps, fome of my readers will 
{mile, [ amufed myfelf with confidering how in this flight par- 
ticular drefs we may be apt to difcover our charaéter, and even 
with the bit of beaver with which we cover our heads, to ftamp 
fomewhat of the imageof our minds. 1 was pleafed with think. 
ing that however men may wrap themfelves up in artificial difs 
goife in the greater aclions of life; yet, even amidftall their 
concealments, there are circumftances to be found where nature 
will difcover itfelf, and by which an attentive and diligent ob- 
ferver may be able to read the real chara¢ter of the man. 

lhave oftea thought of difcovering amongtt the ladies fome 
circumftances wiuch might lead me to diltinguifh their charac- 
ters in the fame way that the hat difcriminates thofe of the 
gentlemen. but lfound them {fo little free agents in this mat. 
ter, 
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ter, fo much the uniform creation of milleners and hair dreflers, 
that I thouget it was impoflible to trace any charaCeriftical 
mark about them ; all my efforts, therefore, have hitherto been 
baflled, and I was about to abandon the thing as impoflible, till 
a lady who has lived much in the world, to whom I mentioned 
my difficulty, very lately afflured me, that fhe can furnifh me 
with a pretty remarkable particular which will perfectly anfwer 
the purpofe, and that the will impart to mea fet of ob{ervations 
which fhe herfelf has made, to confirm the certainty of the 
teft.- When fhe is pleafed to favour me with thefe, they fhall be 


cummunicated to my readers. 





A Note of an extraordinary fat Man. 


R. JERMYN, avintner, of the Dog Tavern, Weftmin- 

fter, died February 15, 1629, aged 28 years. The calf 

of his leg in compafs was 26 inches and half, the compafs of his 

thigh 57 inches and half, fat in his belly thick 12 inches, fat ia 

the breaft thick 6 inches, his caul thick with fat 1 inch and half, 

the fat within him weighed 1oolb. his liver weighed 12ib. the 

compafs of his wafte after he was bowelled 11 feet a quartér and 
an half, 

id. Colle, Rev. Tho. Baker, §.T. B. 





40 ANS €C'D © TF &, 


R. GOLDSMITH having inadvertently paid a hackney 

coachman a guinea inftead of a fhilling, and forgetting to 
take the number of the coach, he was obliged to apply to the 
fraternity of the whip about Temple Bar to find the coachmaa 
again, by the defeription of his perfon. ‘The fellow being well 
known, the doctor had foon the fatisfaction to be informed that 
he was a very honeft man, and would certainly return the pui- 
ne2,if he knew where to find him. ‘* Well (fays the dottor) 
I am going to dine at the Devil Tavern with my friends 
Dr. Johnion and Mr. Steevens: if he fhould come before fix 
o’clock fend him to me.”? The doctor went to dinner, and be- 
fore the cloth was taken away, the waiter informew him the 
coachman was below flairs with his guinea. On receiving this 
information, the doctor largely defcanted on the fingular he- 
nelty of the fellow, and the expediency of his being properly 
rewarded for it. ‘This drew a voluntary fub{cription trom the 
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company of nine fhillings, which the doftor took down to the 
coachman, putting it into his hand, with many encomiums on his 
honefty ; at the fame time receiving the guinea from the coach- 
man, which he flipped into his pocket: on turning to go up 
ftairs, however, the honeft hack-driver modeftly reminded his 
honoar that he was not paid his fare, very arithmetically con- 
ceiving, that the nine fhillings being given as a reward for his 
honefty, his fare was not included. *‘* Right (cries the doctor), 
there is a fhilling for thee, my lad.”—=‘* God blefs your honour 
(returned John), I fee you know how to confider a poor man.” 
Then artfully dropping, that though poor he was honett, yer, 
God knew, he had a wife and four children; conclading with a 
hint of family ficknefs, and the dearnefs of provifions. This 
melted the doétor,and drew another half crown from his pocket, 
which he gave him, defiring he would then go about his bufi- 
nefs, left he fhould take his filver back again, and return him 
the guinea. On this hint, the coachman declared himfelf fully 
fatished, and with many {crapes and bows took his leave. The 
doctor returned to his company, exulting tathink he had met 
with fo favourable an opportunity to reward honefty, and to ia- 
dulge his natural propenfity to benevolence. The company re- 
newed their encomiums both on the coachman and the-doétor ; 
but with what propriety was difcovered, when the reckoning 
being called, the dottor pulled out his guinea to difcharge his 
quota; not, indeed, the identical guinea the doctor gave the 
coachman, but the guinea the coachman gave the doctor, which, 
being of filver gilt, was worth juft eight-pence half-penny. 





For the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 
AN AN: E.¢ D+ o-T-B 


{Communicated by Cuytus.] 


JHEN Mr. Walfingham was fecretary of ftate, in the 
W reign of queen Elizabeth, there was living one Arthur 
Gregory, who had fo admirable a talentat forcing the feal of a 
letter, that it appeared as if untouched. His fame coming to 
the earsof Mr. Walfingham, he was fent for to court and em- 
ployed toopen the packets which pafled from foreign parts to 
Mary Queen of Scots. He received a penfion out of the Ex- 
chequer for his good fervices. He was born at Lyme-Regis, ia 
Dorfetthire, and died there about the beginning of the reign of 


James the Firft. 
On 
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Ox CONTEMPLATION. 


[From Dr. Fordyce’s Addrefles to the Deity. ] 


EAVENLY FATHER! what fatisfaction is his,who, often 
withdrawing from the tumult of bafinefs and the noite of 
folly, flies to the fanétuary of divine meditation, there recovers the 
compofure of his mind, enjoys -undifturbed tranquillity, and 
taftes that peace of mind * which paffeth alb undetitanding |” 
What improvement, when in the filence of his paffions: he 
hearkens with profound attention to the voice within him; 
prompting each pious wre each charitable deed, each ardent 
defire after immortality! What elevation, when convetfant with 
the order and beneficence difplayed on every fide, he is taught 
to admire, and, admiring, to copy them, till he beconies like 
thee, ‘‘ holy as thou art holy, and merciful as thoa art mer- 
ciful !” 

But, alas! it grieves me to look upon the multitudes immerfed 
in fenfuality, enflaved to covetoufnefs, or by couftant diffipation 
become incapable of thought. ‘* They regard not the opera- 
tions of thy hand.” Created by thy power, they fay not, 
¢* Where. is God our Maker?” Maintained by thy providence, 
and ** loaded with thy benefits,” they pay thee no tribute, 
“© neither are they thankful.”” The beafts of the field, and the 
fowls of the air, have more feeling than they. ‘* The ox 
knoweth his owner, and the afs his matter’ s crib: but they do 
not know, they do not confider.’’? The lark that mounts towards 
Heaven, with implicit gratitude chaunting thy praife, ‘* the 
birds that fing among the branches,’’ ftraining in {weet emu- 
lation to warble forth the joy with which thou haft in{pired them, 
upbraid thofe fons and daughters of men who neg!cét to join in 
the fymphony, Father of ipirits, awaken them to reafon and 
to duty; fhow them the emptinefs of fin, and the wifdom of 
religion. Oh, perfaade them that thofe alone are in the path 
of happinefs, who feek it in glorifying thee, in doing good, and 
retiring, when they may, from the vanities of life, to contem 
plate in facred folitude the manifeltations of divine perfece 
tion. 

How truly delightful to break away from clamour, confufion, 
and difcord,’ into a calm retreat, and there to harmonize with 
nature, and with thee her God ! What relief to the burdened 
and penfive mind, there to drop its cares, to fhake of fora 
while thofe anxious thoughts that too often entangle and « leprefs 
it, and ** as with the wings of the eagle to mount up”’ to the 
ferene region of pious hope and felf-enjoyment, from theace to 
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look down upon the leffening world, to pity the diftraétion of its 
lovers, and triumph in the portion of the righteous! 

From privileges like thefe, O Lord, thy fervants return to the 
offices of focial virtue with renewed aétivity and vigour, acquire 
a greater foperiority to the temptations of their ftate, and are 
armed to meet its difficulties and dangers with firmer refolution. 
Thus I read in thy holy word, that when the pious and benevo- 
Jent labours of the day were pafled, ‘* Jefes went up intoa 
mountain apart to pray.” And thus it was, that by converfing 
with thee, remote from interruption, and nearer to thy feat of 
majefty in that fublime retirement, his foul derived new itrength, 
lay open to the fulleft emanations of thy paternal favour, and 
glowed with freth ardour of zeal and charity to go about doing 
good, to teach, to fuffer, and to die for mankind. 





Aw ANECOD:O T £E. 


HE late earl of Chefterfield having fpent a feafon at Bath, 
had determined on paffing a few days at Briftol before his 
return to the fatigues of parliamentary duty. It was the cuftom 
of his titme for fervants to carry behind their matters on horfe- 
back leathern wallets and portmanteaus of a much larger fize than 
a gentleman chofes a fervant to ride with at this day. Upon 
fetting oat from Bath, his lordthip was not a little furprized to 
find this duty refufed by a livery fervant who attended him on 
his ride to Briftol. But, with the prefence of mind for which he 
was fo eminently diftinguifhed, his lordfhip concealed his vex- 
ation, and with admirable coolnefs ordered the horfes to the 
door. Thisorder was executed, and he called for his portman- 
teau; which being brought, he faftened it himfelf behind the 
faddle of his own horfe: he then, with much affected deference 
and refpeét, pulled off his hat, and holding the reins of his 
horfe, afked the fervant, if he would do him the honour to 
mount? The gentleman refafing, his lordthip bade him go on 
before. The fervant did fo, andthe mafter followed to Briftol, 
as if they had changed places.. The whole town ilared at the 
novelty of the thing: ‘* George is turned lord,” was the pafling 
joke amongft the knights of the worfted-lace, as the earl and 
his fervant paffed through the city. At length his lordfhip dif- 
mounted, and difcharged the fellow (who ever afterwards paffed 
under the name of ‘* My Lord George”) with as keen a rebuke 
for his infolence and folly as the fine irony he was matter of could 
dictate. —The witty earl, in relating this fact, ufed to obferve, « 
that other gentlemen generally difcontinued their vigilance and 
a pursuit 
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purfuit after the vices of their fervants, upon deteétion of their 
infolence ; but that he had been more afliduous—4e had followed 
his. 





An ANECDOTE 


Serjeant lately dying in the army at Berlin, and having re- 
quefted on his death bed that he might be buried as a free- 
mafon (being of that fraternity), his widow fet on foot a fub- 
{cription for that purpofe ; but fcarce any body fubfcribing, the 
woman kept the body above ground till it was fo offentive that 
the magiftrates obliged her to bury it in the common way. This 
affair reaching the ears of the king of Pruffia, he immediately 
fent the widow a purfe of money for her ftrict and exemplary 
difcharge of uxorial duty.—Such examples as thefe of the king’s 
benevolence, extended to the meaneft of his fubjeéts, endear him 
to the whole community.—His majefty is himfelf a mafon; and 
a patent was obtained from Edinburgh for the inftitution of a 
lodge at Berlin. 





. Anfwer, by Incognitus, to Taffo’s Queftion, inferted Fune 6. 


TH given expreffion, when actually multiplied, is 

a—-a*y—x*y; whence ya’+a*+x*; and by the 
known rule the fluxion of the areais a*x—a?+x?; the 
fluent of which is a* xcircular arc. whofe tan. is x--a to 
rad. 1, the area fought. 





Anfwer, by F. S. of Shepton- Mallet, 20 Bidefordienfis’s Rebus, 
inferted Auguft 29. 


EVEL, reverfe, direé, 
Friend Bidefordienfis, 
Your fecret will detect, 
Or I have loft my fenfes : 
For what’s not high nor low, 
Mutt certainly be LEVEL ; 
Which ev’ry one muft know, 
Unlefs a ftupid devil. 
2Y¥2 A QUESTION, 
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4 QUESTION, by R. Rowe, of Probus. 


A Cheft of beech wood, whofe length, breadth, and 
+4 depth isas § : 3: 2 refpectively 5 and when mea- 
fured on the ourfide, coutains g cubic feet; but on the 
infide its cavity is 7,5 feet. Hence the thickaefs of the 
wood (it being all alike) is required. 





BIRDS eaigmatically cxprefid, by 7.8. of Shepton- Mallet. 


1. Mechanical power name firft, if you pleafe. 

z. The next you may find by a well known difeafe. 
Where a child often refts under care of its mother, 
With the fide of an army will fhew you another. 

4. An articulate found join’d to three-hfths of zeal. 
5. The next a fam’d architect fure will reveal. 
6. Acry of diftrefs, the initial of rule, 
One. fifth of a fith, and a carpenter’s tool. 
7. Of a perion in languages tkilled, declare 
Three eighths, and a term often us’d for a fnare. 
8. What mifers all grafp at and hug too with pleafure, 
' Th’ initial of Deucalion’s fon, and a meafure. 
f g. A perfonage whom one and all thould obey, 
And St. Peter’s profeffion I beg you'll difplay. 


Ww 





10. Half a village in Shropfhire you next mult explain, 
And to it connect jult three-devenths of pain. 
‘| a1. A plant that’s wel! known, which moft females admire, 
4 And th? initial of that which we all fhould acquire. 


12. Half an Edomite who was chief herdfman to Saul, 
And three-fifths of a goddeis moft beaateous of all. 
i | 13. The initial of what to al! villains are prone, ; 
| Eternity’s emblem :wice told mui be fhewn, 
And one-third of a matter not publickly known. 
| 14. Half a bandy-legg’d god who was kick’d out of Heaven, 
Th’ initia it’s much under feven, 
‘Two -fixths of a high pric in Ahaz’s time, 
And th’ initial of her who prefides over rhyme, 
ue. Analien and vowel | beg you'll « xplore, 
With tn’ initial of what we fhail never fee more, 
16. One-third of a term thatimplies a mock fun, 
And what has to theep often much milchief done. 
7. A conionant take, next a falfhood tran[pofe, 
Ang connect to it half of what [ with my foes. 
18. One. fourth 
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18. One-fourth of a feftival held by the Jews, 
Of a tool the initial which blackfmiths oft ufe, 
Of fam’d Neptune’s {ceptre four-fevenths obtain, 
And one-third of a monfter who was king of Spain. 
. Tranfpofe what Silenus (that drunken old fellow) 
Was by his getting io frequently mellow, 
And to it fubjoin half a town in Yorkhhire, 
To conclude, a Welch cow, gents, will bring up the rear. 





4n ANAGRAM, 4y G. Kingman, of Buckland-Newton, 


Ps: of a thip if you tranfpofe, 
A well-known herb you will difclofe. 





4n ENIGMA, by Sobrius, of Sutton-Mallet. 


MONG the tippling fons of fanny wit 
I often am held out ;—they think it fit, 
Their talents to difplay, to fix on me 
To be the fabject of their jollity. 
No cellars ftock’d with me are much admir’d, 
Though oft my room and company’s defir’d, 
When I in any carriages abide, 
Then is the proper time for men to ride 
Who are fatigued with wearinefs ; for I 
A feat of eafe for them can well fupply. 
If Tin ftrangers clothes am only found, 
Although their wit may fluently abound, 
They gain no credit, and but {mall refped& 
By men of diligence, whatever fect. 
I muft the lab’ring ox and horfes pleafe, 
Becaufe on my account they have fome eafe. 
Now thus defin’d, juvenile bards have care 
No incorre& folutions you prepare. 


ee eS ee 


Our corre/pondents who fend us queftions, anagrams, rebuffs, &SFe, 
are defired to pay the poftage of their letters ; and thofe who do not 
mufl not expect to fee what they fend inferted, 


POETRY. 
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INVOCATION TO CHARITY. 


Addreffid to the Public in general, and humbly inferibed to the 


aorthy Supporters of Sunday Schools, 


AIL, Heav’n-born goddefs! bright, celeftial maid! 
Come with thy balmy wings and ftreaming eyes ; 
Ah! much we want thy tributary aid 
To {well the portion of our short fupplies. 


Infpire, oh facred power ! each frozen heart, 
Make them, like thine, to meli at human woe ; 
Teach them to feel, devoid of ftoic art, 
That with their tears their purfes too may flow. 


And moft, thou {miling emprefs of the tkies ! 
‘Teach the fair brealt with tender fighs to heave; 
For fuch a caufe can never want fupplies, 
If beauty’s generous hand the tribute give. 


Not all the cavils of the Cynic’s tongue, 
Or mifer’s cold objeétions can avail, 

If once ye fair your purfes are unftrung ; 
For beauty’s bright example cannot fail. 


Rouze then, ye nymphs ! but moft ye matrons roufe } 
For ah! your owa dear babes may want relief ; 

A plan fo noble generoufly efpoufe, 
And flop the tear of foft, parental grief, 


*Tis your’s ‘* to pour inflruction o’er the mind, 
** To teach the young idea how to fhoot ;”” 
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So fhall you prove the friends of human kind, 


And, while you plan, enjoy the promis’d fruit. 
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ODE TO FPHILOSOPFRH ¥, 
PB pms philofophy ! the ative mind, 


From ev’ry grofs conceit by thee refin’d, 


Expatiates far and wide, 
Through all the paths of {cientific lore, 
Which human intellect can travel o’er, 
When thou vouchfaf’ft to guide. 


Thy deep refearches into nature’s laws 

Exalt the foaring thoughts to nature’s caule, 
Eternal and fupreme ! 

Do thou, Urania, ftrike the founding lyre, 

My numbers with a choice of words in{pire, 
Adapted to my theme. 


Give me the fprings of learning to explore, 

To read with profit the old fages o’er, 
With wifdom deeply ftor’d ; 

Careful their fev’ral fyftems may I trace, 

And dauntlefs follow truth with fteady pace, 
Where’er thy {pirit foar’d. 


Give me to tread through academic groves, 

Where Plato’s heav’nly genius ever roves, 
Pleas’d with the moral fcene: 

Contemplate virtue in her own fair form, 

With her mild influence her bofom warm, 
Make all within ferene, 


o 
Snatch’d to the fummit of Parnaffus’ Hill, 
Let me to Homer, Virgil, liften fill, 
And Milton’s facred fong : 
Whilft.in full chorus the harmonious nine 
‘To honour thefe, their votaries, combine 
Above the warbling throng. 


Let Bacon’s learned page illume my mind : 
May | with Newton, free and unconfin’d, 
Inveitigate the force 


That 
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That keeps the ftars fafpended in the tky, 
Nor fuffers them through boundlefs {pace to fly, 
But regulates their courfe. 


Thofe fplendid orbs immenfe that roll on high, 

And feem but fpangles to the human eye, 
Affift me to furvey ; 

To mark their diftance, magnitudes, and laws, 

Imprefs‘d upon them by the Firft Great Caufe, 
Whole will they all obey. 


Defcending thence, let me minutely view 
Each plant,each herb, each flower of diff’rent hue, 
That variegates the {pring ; 
The fummer’s mufky tribes, the autumn’s fruit ; 
How changing feafons various produtts fuit, 
And in fucceffion bring. 


Of rivers and of feas the caufe explain, 
Why {well the waves, and then fubfide again, 
Check’d by fuperior power ; 
What conftant fource fapplies the flowing tides ; 
What dark abyfs the ebbing water hides, 
Each at the ftated hour. 


Unfolded let the book of nature lie ; 
On that fair volume oft with curious eye 
Attentive let me pore ; 
And that Almighty power who form’d the whole, 
Be every faculty within my foul 
United to adore, 





Epitaph over the Weft Door of Harlow Church, Effex, in Memory 


of Thomas Norrington, Limner ana Organift. 


lohan fhade ! whofe happy art 
Such various wonders can impart ! 
Thy graces and thy beauties thine, 

And charm in every touch and line, 


Soon as thy hand the influence gives, 
The metal fpeaks, the canvas lives ; 
Thy colours bid the dead arife, 

Thy notes exalt them to the tkies, 

















